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them, and dependent for the enjoyment of such
privileges upon the favour of the sovereign; and
thus the kingdom becomes consolidated into a
powerful tyranny. The African kingdoms of Da-
homey and Ashantee are typical instances of such
societies.

How is conduct regulated in such groups ? We do
not find any legislative bodies organised to enact
laws, nor does the sovereign either by himself or
through ministers declare any designed to affect the
ordinary life of the people. The different tribes of
the kingdom already, when conquered, had their
customs, as we have seen, the silent growth of
long periods of time, and these continue as before
with all their sanctions. The tyrant could not
change them, with all his power, even if he would,
for, as we have seen, they are unchangeable except
in the ways by which they were formed; but he
does not wish to change them. All tyrants are
unqualified advocates of the maintenance of things
as they are. These barbarous sovereigns, indeed,
are personally above the customs, and plunder, rob,
and murder at their will. Their tyrannical authority
is sustained by favour and fear, but public peace
and order beneath them it is their interest to pro-
mote. The ancient customs are supported by the
ancient sanctions, except in the case of slaves who
are left at the mercy of their masters. There is
indeed an additional sanction. The State is or-
ganised, although rudely. It has a political form;
the sovereign and his subordinate chiefs are clothed
with power in the bands of warriors whom they